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University Admission Events

College Fair

Fall is the season of harvest. It is the time that high school
seniors send out their applications to universities, and the
time that universities travel to high schools all over the
world to meet students in person. These meetings are
great opportunities for students and parents to learn the
most up to date information about the university and its
admission policy and requirements. On October 14, 33 of
our grades 10 and 11 students, chaperoned by our counse-
lors, went to the college fair at Dulwich College Suzhou
to meet with over 100 universities from America, Europe
and Asia. Some parents attended the fair to collect infor-
mation as well. On October 24, we welcomed a group of
six universities to OCAC Suzhou. They are Full Sail Uni-
versity, Hofstra University, Northern Vermont University,
St. George’s University, Mercyhurst University, Universi-
ty of Colorado- Colorado Springs. Our grades 10 and 11
students and some teachers had great chats with the repre-
sentatives.

Ecole Hoteliére de Lausanne, Switzerland

On 17™ October, Ecole hételiére de Lausanne (EHL) visited
OCAC and gave a presentation to parents and students. EHL
is 125 years old and located in Lausanne, Switzerland. EHL
has been ranked at the top position in the 2019 QS World
University ranking for Hospitality & Leisure Management
Universities. Additionally, QS rankings confirm Switzer-
land’s central role in shaping the hospitality industry.

At EHL, The Bachelor of Science in International Hospitality
Management offers a balanced curriculum that combines in-
dustry immersion with management theory and applied busi-
ness projects, for well-rounded professionals and leaders. The
degree offers two pathways, academic and professional, offer-
ing you a choice of two different learning experiences and
more or less internships. Both pathways include real-world
business consultancy projects in the final semester on the
Lausanne campus and deliver the same recognized hospitality
business degree.

Carl Benz School, German

On 29" October, Carl Benz School had a mini information session for students and parents. Carl Benz School is an
independent institution within the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) with a college like structure. It offers
students from all over the world the opportunity to study a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering entirely in
English or just get an insight into studying engineering via one of the Summer Schools. Upon successful comple-
tion of the 3-year program, students are awarded a Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) degree by KIT.

Each year, Carl Benz School only recruit 50 students to ensure the elite education and a good student & faculty
ratio. In the general field of Mechanical Engineering, including a specialization in Automotive Engineering, Glob-
al Production Management and/or Energy Engineering. Students have internship opportunities to work at world
well-known companies, BOSCH.

Written and Designed by Xie Ying, Shi Qiusha




OCAC Suzhou Secondary- College Counseling Newsletter

Parent Coffee Morning

On 25" Oct. the counselling department hosted a Parent Cof-
fee Morning to G10 and G11 parents. Counsellors intro-
duced different universities’ admission requirements towards
IB students. For example, New York University does not
require SAT or ACT but IB predication; University of Cali-
fornia campuses require IB students to submit SAT or ACT
however IB predication is not a required document. Depends
on majors, universities in UK, Singapore, Hong Kong, Aus-
tralia have different IB score requirements. For example, the
IB entrance requirement for the program of Quantitative Fi-
nance, Assessment and Private Banking, Business Admin-
istration are 39, 38, 39 at University of Hong Kong. UK uni-
versities not only will look at students final IB grades, but
also have the requirement for IB subject selection. Using
Architecture program at Bath University as an example that
students recommended to choose mathematics, visual art and

physics at HL. Generally, most of universities in Canada require students to get an IB diploma with a competitive
result.

Counselling Workshop

On Oct. 15 and Oct. 24, the college counseling office did
two workshops for grades 10&11 students. One was to
introduce University of Oxford and University of Cam-
bridge, and their entry requirements. It is very important
to keep in mind that all courses at both universities re-
quire an academic interview, and many courses at Oxford
and all courses at Cambridge require an admission test
prior to the interview. At the end of the workshop, each
participant was given a hard copy of the reading list relat-
ed to their subject interests and recommended by both
universities. It is strongly recommended that students
who are interested in applying to Oxford or Cambridge or
any top universities in the world read English (such as
books, news, journals, magazines, research papers, etc.)
every day.

The other one was to introduce the higher education systems and college entry requirements in Singapore and Chi-
na Hong Kong. As the number of the higher education institutions is very small and the number of the applicants is
enormous, the competition of getting into a top university in Singapore and Hong Kong is fierce. Students must
work the best of their effort on both academic studies and extra-curricular engagement at OCAC to improve their
competitiveness and increase their chance of getting into a top university.

Test and Assessment

Grade 11 students took the PSAT 10/NMSQT test on October 19 at our school, and most grades 10 and 11 students
have done their “career interests and skills” assessments via the Kuder system. Counselors will use the assessment
results to help students better understand their interests and skills and make college plans. As one of the standardized
tests administered by College Board, PSAT is designed for high school freshman and sophomore students to assess
their English skills and Mathematics knowledge. The test result and detailed report will be released to students in ear-
ly December.
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Study in UK Conference

On 23" October, OCAC counsellors were invited by British Council to attend
“Study in UK” conference in Shanghai. The conference was given by representa-
tives from British Council, IELTS and UCAS.

British Council was giving speech about post-secondary education trend in UK.
The survey (2013/2014-2017/2018) shows an increasing number of students who
study the major of creative arts and design, and the increasing number of Chi-
nese students get Tire 4 UK visa from 62,010 to 99,000. The satisfaction of
agents’ service was 6.9 out of 10 which was lower than the world average point
7.8. The good news for international students is that international students who
will complete their course in or after the summer of 2021 will be eligible to ap-
ply for the new to year Graduate route. Therefore, after students got a bachelor
or above degree, students can stay in UK for two years to be able to work, or
look for work in any sector, at any level. If you are interested to receive more
information about “Study in UK”, please scan the QR code.

University and Common Admissions Service (UCAS) analyzed that until 15™ January 2019 there are 15,880 appli-
cants to apply UK universities in academic year of 2018/2019. Compared to 2018, this number has been increased
33%. Some students may apply independently with agents help which only had 58% chances to successfully got ac-
ceptances, some however apply through the high school or authorized UCAS center which had 73% chances to get
admitted by universities. UCAS suggests that students and parents should trust their school-based counsellors rather
than agents. If you are interested in searching UK universities’ information, please go to: https://www.ucas.com/

IETLS has started online exams in Shanghai, Guangzhou, Chongqing and Beijing. Compared to the traditional paper
exam, the online exam will be arranged in a day, and students will get the result after 5-7 working days. The repre-
sentative emphasized that UKVI IELTS is only the test for students who are doing foundations, languages programs
etc. however not for a bachelor’s degree application. Additionally, remembering templates rather than improving
English ability will not help students to get a higher grade due to IELTS examiners will meet regularly to discuss
about what kind of “standard answers” they recently encountered. Last but not least, IELTS suggests that Chinese
students do not need to go to another country in order to get a higher grade. The standard of IELTS is the same all
over the world. If you want to know more about IELTS in China please go to IELTS official website:
www.chinaielts.org. If you are interested to know the rubric of IELTS, past papers and any A&Q, please scan the QR
code.
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